SOUTH BRISTOL TOWN BOARD MEETING

March 9, 2002


SPECIAL MEETING
The informational meeting of the South Bristol  

Mar. 9, 2002
Town Board to discuss a fire substation was called to order at 9:30am at the Town Hall, 6500 Gannett Hill Rd. W., Naples, NY 

PRESENT
Daniel Marshall, Supervisor


Mitchell Cornish, Councilman


Dale Stoker, Councilman


Donna Goodwin, Councilman


Thomas Hawks, Councilman

RECORDING SECRETARY
Betty Collins, Town Clerk

OTHERS
Peter & Mary Blaisdell, Wendy Boehmer, Ralph Schutz, Albert Seymour, Pat Elwell, Rosalie Nudd, Ray Montcrieff, Dan Fuller, Jim Wight, Katie Brahm, Mr. Welch & son, Roger Brahm, Linda Almekinder, Steve Kepner, others

Informational meeting to discuss a fire substation in South Bristol.

Supr. Marshall introduced Pat Elwell, Chief of Maxfield Hose Fire Department in Naples.  He explained how this came about and said that the Councilman Hawks will respond to some of the written questions first.


Councilman Hawks said that the Town Board wants to provide information to the people and get feed back from the people in order to make a decision.  He went over the Survey FAQs.


Pat Elwell said this would not be a South Bristol fire substation; it would be a Naples fire substation.  He said that this would mean we would have a building closer to your home; we would respond collectively as a unit.  To staff it you would be members of the Naples Fire Department and adhere to all guidelines and participate in all facets of the department, such as the calls district wide, fund raising activities etc.  He said that training level is mandated by the State; there is continuing training involved also.  For the substation here the level of training would be 106 hours of training for fire fighting.  He said that on the EMS side of it, for First Responder you need 60 hours plus the fire training of 160 hours; EMT needs 130 hours of training.  He said that this substation would not be transporting patients; the ambulance would come from Naples.  He said that minimum requirements for the substation would be the CFR level.  He said that Bristol Mountain would not be effecting this substation EMS wise; if there was a fire you would respond to Bristol Mountain.  He said that 99% of fire calls in South Bristol are from town residents.  He said that the training is primarily handled through Canandaigua and continuing training is done at the Naples station.  There are also other courses that people can pick up to help you but are not required.  He said that the substation is not limited to South Bristol; if we have a major incident in another part of the district it would be needed to respond and also if a neighboring district needs assistance we would respond.  He said that the target age is the younger age in order for a fire fighter to be able to pass the physical and agility requirements.


Supr. Marshall said that a year ago the fire tax was $91,000 and last year it dropped to $65,000.


Pat Elwell said that the largest reason was about one third of our EMS calls we had were people that didn’t live in our district so we started to bill these people for our services and we generated the revenue to make up the difference.  It is a figure that is going to fluctuate. Bristol Mountain has benefited South Bristol because of the number of non-residents that transport and are being compensated for.


Wendy Boehmer asked what type of vehicle would be here?


Pat Elwell that the vehicle in the substation would have the equipment to begin the level of care for any type of situation you would get into.


Rosalie Nudd said that she understands that a CFR will be phased out by the State.


Pat Elwell said that they keep saying this but he doesn’t think you will see this happen.


Rosalie Nudd asked how are we going to afford to pay for this EMT stuff?


Pat Elwell said that what hinges on this project if we don’t have the people to man this substation up here.  Presently we don’t have any volunteers living in this area; we pay 30 hours weekly for staffing in Naples.


Councilman Hawks said that if you look at our results we have 43 responses; 16 for fire fighter, 4 for CFR, 4 for EMT.


Ralph Schutz said that you had 43 people that responded and about 16 people here; when you are speaking about volunteering you are going to have a problem.  We talked about training; he thinks there are attendance requirements to remain a member of the Naples Fire Department.


Pat Elwell said that you need to meet 75% of the training drills, 75% of business meetings, required to work once every 2 months for fund raiser (bingo), and required to participate in other fundraisers.  It is about 4 to 5 nights a month.


Supr. Marshall said that we understand that volunteering is a disappearing fact of life.  We plan to respond to the 43 individuals and get them to contact the fire department.


Pat Elwell asked why have they not sought us out prior to this and/or since the survey?  He said that the retention of these people is going to be very poor.


Supr. Marshall said that he fully understands this.  We need to get these people to know this and we may find out this is not a doable project.  We are trying to be a facilitator; we are not in the fire fighting business.  He said that in step two we may find out the interest is not there.  He said that the Towns part would be probably to provide the site; we would not choose the site, the Fire Department would.  We would have to provide the building and we would have to pay for this and seek grant possibilities.  He would hope this would keep the tax effect reasonable.


Mary Blaisdell said that she thinks location is valuable to all of us; when we live on Gulick Rd. if the truck would be in Bristol Springs we would not benefit from it.


Pat Elwell said that we understand it in it would not make the response any worse.  We also spoke about dry fire hydrants several years ago and are we going to include it in our discussion here?


Supr. Marshall said that Soil and Water Conservation had a project that they would provide the components for dry hydrants.  There are still two to three sets for a dry hydrant and in addition there is FEMA money available.


Pat Elwell said that on average you would save about 5% on fire insurance with a dry hydrant.  It is a separate issue from the substation.  As far as the location goes, of the 43 calls they were primarily within the Route 21 and Route 64 corridor.  The primary area for the substation would be the Bristol Springs area.  This would be a first response unit and you would make a response for Naples.


Roger Brahm asked if we do have a substation would we have the capability for a forest fire?


Pat Elwell said that a quick response unit would be the size of a Ford pickup, to begin the initial start of fire fighting.  It would be 4x4 for small roads/ driveways; a first response vehicle.


Ray Montcrieff said that irregardless, we would still maintain our fire contracts.


Supr. Marshall said that it would be closer to some parts of the Richmond District; how would that work?


Pat Elwell said that it would be looked at by the departments because secondary equipment time is important.


Peter Blaisdell said that during the day most of the people that are here are the older folks and even if this doesn’t happen but if Naples Fire Department gets one or two more volunteers it would be worth it.


Supr. Marshall said that he agrees.


Albert Seymour said that your big problem is getting volunteers.  He asked is the Naples Fire Department considering any retirement benefits?


Pat Elwell said that we have looked at an incentive program like that and a twenty year old doesn’t even look at this or seem to care.  He said that they aren’t looking that far down the road.  It is a very costly program for the taxpayers; once you start it you can’t stop it.  He said that there are 74 EMS calls besides the 43 fire calls.


Councilman Cornish asked Linda Almekinder, is there a time range for most of the calls?


Linda Almekinder said that there is no rhyme or reason as to the three times, the morning, afternoon, and evening.


Pat Elwell said that the largest call time is between Noon and 6pm; which means you need volunteers during the day.


Councilman Cornish asked is it a possibility to staff a substation only part time?


Pat Elwell said that generally you are going to find your evening hours are going to be able to be filled.


Wendy Boehmer asked, regarding CFR, are you going to be able to tell by a 911 call where the first responder needs to come from?


Pat Elwell said that we would be looking at a map to see this.  People need to get their house numbers out to be seen, especially at night.


Supr. Marshall said that all private roads would have signs in the spring.


Ralph Schutz asked would the 911 call go from Canandaigua to Naples or come in the substation?


Pat Elwell said that the people up here would have the same equipment that we have; everybody would have a pager.


Rosalie Nudd said that Middlebrook Road is not on the County Road map.


Supr. Marshall said that there is a new Ontario County map being done right now.


Steve Kepner, Cheshire Fire Department, said that driveway maintenance is important, snow removal is also important.


Supr. Marshall said that the Fire Department decides location, supply vehicle, equipment, training and the citizens of South Bristol supply the manpower.  We will identify the 43 volunteers and get them with the fire department.


Councilman Hawks said that we have three people here that are interested in volunteering now.


Supr. Marshall said that we would put something out to these individuals.


Pat Elwell said that it isn’t cost effective to put a truck here and not be able to man it.


Supr. Marshall said that we would also attempt to contact business in the area to get a commitment that these people can respond.


Roger Brahm asked is there a youth program?


Pat Elwell said yes, we have a junior program for 14 to 17 year olds; at 17 you can become a member.


Steve Kepner said that age doesn’t seem to be a factor to run a pump, for traffic control etc.  He said that Bristol and Naples already have a satellite station and you may find information from them.

MEETING CLOSED
After hearing all comments and discussion, Supr. Marshall closed the meeting at 10:50am.


Respectively submitted:


Betty Collins


Town Clerk

