SOUTH BRISTOL TOWN BOARD PUBLIC HEARING

October 14, 2002


PUBLIC HEARING
Proof of notice having been furnished, the public

Oct. 14, 2002 
hearing to hear all interested persons concerning enacting proposed Local Law entitled “A local law to Amend the Town of South Bristol Zoning Code” was called to order at 7:00pm at the Town Hall, 6500 Gannett Hill Rd. W., Naples, NY 

PRESENT
Daniel Marshall, Supervisor


Mitchell Cornish, Councilman


Dale Stoker, Councilman


Donna Goodwin, Councilman


Thomas Hawks, Councilman

RECORDING SECRETARY
Betty Collins, Town Clerk

OTHERS
Larry & Kathy Duel, Myron Beal, Peter Blaisdell, Tom Kopf, Will Sherwood, Tamara McCloud, Heinz Altmann, Amy Kotlarz, Bruce Hawkins, Greg Hayes & Theresa

COMMENTS
Myron Beal, Zoning Board of Appeals member, expressed his disappointment in this action of stripping the ZBA of its right to deal with special use permits.  He said that just because other towns don’t have their ZBA do this doesn’t mean it is wrong for our Town.  We have a well-balanced ZBA; he said that this action was very disturbing to the ZBA and from his standpoint this can be interpreted as a low regard for the ZBA and its actions.  He said that he is further concerned about the process of this discussion that courtesy was not extended to the ZBA to be involved in this process of changing the law.  He said that he shall watch carefully the activities of the ZBA in the future and he will question as to whether he wants to engage his time in the Town.


Supr. Marshall said that we have not taken anything from the ZBA yet.


Heinz Altmann said that the changes have been coming for two or three years and he has taken an interest in this, helping the Planning Board with the changes.  He said that he fully recommends the changes recommended by the Planning Board, however, one item came up from the review of the Ontario County Planning Board that suggested special uses be changed from the ZBA to the Planning Board.  He said that the subject is whether the special uses are transferred from the ZBA to the Planning Board.  He said that this is not a Heinz Altmann problem; he has tried to keep his other ZBA members informed.  He said that he speaks tonight as a citizen of this Town; he does not speak for the ZBA.  He said that you already have his reviews on the proposal in writing and he addressed it at the last Town Board meeting.  He said that there is nothing in the law that mandates this proposed change; it is true other towns have their Planning Board handle special use permits but it is not in this Town.  He said that it has worked in our Town to have the ZBA do this and if you make this change you may want to revive the special study committee to take on the proposals and studies that the Planning Board is working on.  He said that finally this is your decision and you will have to live with the consequences.  He said that at the last Town Board meeting you voted unanimously to make the change; this public hearing gives the people a last chance for you to change your mind.  He said that one potential problem is if the proposed change is made it is likely that the ZBA will do five variances per year and nothing else; this is a small work load and may lead to uninterest by the members and/or loss of members.  He said that if this happens, the chair could reduce the number of meetings, keep on going as they are or just call meetings when there are applications.  He said that none of them are attractive to him; the future of the ZBA is at stake.  He said that NYS law does not give you an option; you must have a ZBA.  He said that it is your decision to make and you and the Town will have to live with the consequences.


Peter Blaisdell said that he was working with the Planning Board with the review of the zoning law and reviewed the discussions that have been related to.  He said that originally the Planning Board said it has worked for thirty-two years so why change it; then the County Planning Board raised the issue and the Planning Board has decided to request this authority from the Town Board.  He said that they already have a great deal of work now; the small number of special uses isn’t going to increase their work to a great extent, as they would be involved anyway.  He said that the Planning Boards question is as long as they have to do the site plan review why can’t they make the decision and save the applicant having to go on to the ZBA.  The ZBA takes what the Planning Board recommends in its findings; he doesn’t think it will affect the work of our Boards one way or another.  He said that we don’t know how many variance applications there will be.  He said that the Planning Board does need some training in this area but are capable of doing this job.


Heinz Altmann said that he is amazed that Peter Blaisdell is not a member of the Planning Board and he should speak for them.  He said that he wants to remind you of his past memo he gave the Town Board in writing; the future of the ZBA is at stake here.  He said that the Planning Board is very busy as it meets every two weeks now and you are ready to approve increases in the budget for the Planning Board next year.  He thinks the ZBA may not exist anymore come spring.

HEARING CLOSED
All persons desiring to be heard having been heard the hearing closed at 7:24pm.


Respectively submitted:


Betty Collins


Town Clerk

